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• The Violence Against Women Act
VERMONT

Sexual Assault:   

Sexual assault (13 V.S.A. § 3252) 

(a) No person shall engage in a sexual act with another person:

(1) without the consent of the other person;

(2) by threatening or coercing the other person;

(3) by placing the other person in fear that any person will suffer imminent bodily injury;
or 

(4) when the person knows or reasonably should know that the other person is asleep,
unconscious, or otherwise unaware that the sexual act is occurring.  

(b)(1) No person shall administer any alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to another person 
without the person’s knowledge or against the person’s will and, while the person is impaired by 
the alcohol, drugs, or intoxicants, engage in a sexual act with that person.  

(2) No person shall engage in a sexual act with another person when the other person is
incapable of consenting to the sexual act due to substantial impairment by alcohol, drugs, or 
other intoxicants and that condition is known or reasonably should be known by the person.  

(c) No person shall engage in a sexual act with a child who is under the age of 16, except:

(1) where the persons are married to each other and the sexual act is consensual; or

(2) where the person is less than 19 years old, the child is at least 15 years old, and the
sexual act is consensual. 

(d) No person shall engage in a sexual act with a child who is under the age of 18 and is
entrusted to the actor’s care by authority of law or is the actor’s child, grandchild, foster child, 
adopted child, or stepchild.  
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(e) No person shall engage in a sexual act with a child under the age of 16 if: 

(1) the victim is entrusted to the actor’s care by authority of law or is the actor’s child, 
grandchild, foster child, adopted child, or stepchild; or  

(2) the actor is at least 18 years of age, resides in the victim’s household, and serves in a 
parental role with respect to the victim.  

(f)(1) A person who violates subsection (a), (b), (d), or (e) of this section shall be imprisoned 
not less than three years and for a maximum term of life and, in addition, may be fined not more 
than $25,000.00.  

(2) A person who violates subsection (c) of this section shall be imprisoned for not more 
than 20 years, and, in addition, may be fined not more than $10,000.00.  

      (g) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (d), or (e) of this section shall be 
sentenced under section 3271 of this title. 

Consent (13 V.S.A. § 3251(3)) 

“Consent” means the affirmative, unambiguous, and voluntary agreement to engage in a sexual 
act, which can be revoked at any time. (13 V.S.A. § 3251(3)). 

Incapable of Consenting: (13 V.S.A. § 3251(10)) 

“Incapable of consenting” means the person: 

(A) is incapable of understanding the nature of the conduct at issue; 

(B) is physically incapable of resisting, declining participation in, or communicating 
unwillingness to engage in the conduct at issue; or  

(C) lacks the mental ability to make or communicate a decision about whether to engage 
in the conduct at issue. 

Sexual Act (13 V.S.A. § 3251(1)) 

A “sexual act” means conduct between persons consisting of contact between the penis and the 
vulva, the penis and the anus, the mouth and the penis, the mouth and the vulva, or any intrusion, 
however slight, by any part of a person’s body or any object into the genital or anal opening of 
another.  

Aggravated Sexual Assault: (13 V.S.A. § 3253) 

(a) A person commits the crime of aggravated sexual assault if the person commits sexual 
assault under any one of the following circumstances:  
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(1) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor causes serious bodily injury to the victim or 
to another.  

(2) The actor is joined or assisted by one or more persons in physically restraining, 
assaulting, or sexually assaulting the victim.  

(3) The actor commits the sexual act under circumstances which constitute the crime of 
kidnapping.  

(4) The actor has previously been convicted in this State of sexual assault under subsection 
3252(a) or (b) of this title or aggravated sexual assault or has been convicted in any jurisdiction 
in the United States or territories of an offense which would constitute sexual assault under 
subsection 3252(a) or (b) of this title or aggravated sexual assault if committed in this State.  

(5) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor is armed with a deadly weapon and uses or 
threatens to use the deadly weapon on the victim or on another.  

(6) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor threatens to cause imminent serious bodily 
injury to the victim or to another and the victim reasonably believes that the actor has the present 
ability to carry out the threat.  

(7) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor applies deadly force to the victim. 

(8) The victim is under the age of 13 and the actor is at least 18 years of age. 

(9) The victim is subjected by the actor to repeated nonconsensual sexual acts as part of the 
same occurrence or the victim is subjected to repeated nonconsensual sexual acts as part of the 
actor’s common scheme and plan.  

(b) A person who commits the crime of aggravated sexual assault shall be imprisoned not less 
than ten years and a maximum term of life, and, in addition, may be fined not more than 
$50,000.00.  

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, a sentence ordered pursuant to 
subsection (b) of this section shall include at least a ten-year term of imprisonment. The ten-year 
term of imprisonment required by this subdivision shall be served and may not be suspended, 
deferred, or served as a supervised sentence. The defendant shall not be eligible for probation, 
parole, furlough, or any other type of early release until the expiration of the five-year or ten-year 
term of imprisonment.  

(2) The court may depart downwardly from the ten-year term of imprisonment required by 
subsection (b) of this section and impose a lesser term of incarceration if the court makes written 
findings on the record that the downward departure will serve the interests of justice and public 
safety, provided that in no event may the court impose a term of incarceration of less than five 
years.  



(d) A person convicted of violating this section shall be sentenced under section 3271 of this 
title. 

Aggravated Sexual Assault of a Child (13 V.S.A. § 3253a) 

(a) A person commits the crime of aggravated sexual assault of a child if the actor is at least 
18 years of age and commits sexual assault against a child under the age of 16 in violation of 
section 3252 of this title and at least one of the following circumstances exists:  

(1) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor causes serious bodily injury to the victim or 
to another.  

(2) The actor is joined or assisted by one or more persons in physically restraining, 
assaulting, or sexually assaulting the victim.  

(3) The actor commits the sexual act under circumstances which constitute the crime of 
kidnapping.  

(4) The actor has previously been convicted in this State of sexual assault under subsection 
3252(a) or (b) of this title, aggravated sexual assault under section 3253 of this title, or 
aggravated sexual assault of a child under this section, or has been convicted in any jurisdiction 
in the United States or territories of an offense which would constitute sexual assault under 
subsection 3252(a) or (b) of this title, aggravated sexual assault under section 3253 of this title, 
or aggravated sexual assault of a child under this section if committed in this State.  

(5) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor is armed with a deadly weapon and uses or 
threatens to use the deadly weapon on the victim or on another.  

(6) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor threatens to cause imminent serious bodily 
injury to the victim or to another, and the victim reasonably believes that the actor has the 
present ability to carry out the threat.  

(7) At the time of the sexual assault, the actor applies deadly force to the victim. 

(8) The victim is subjected by the actor to repeated nonconsensual sexual acts as part of the 
same occurrence or the victim is subjected to repeated nonconsensual sexual acts as part of the 
actor’s common scheme and plan.  

(b) A person who commits the crime of aggravated sexual assault of a child shall be 
imprisoned for not less than 25 years with a maximum term of life, and, in addition, may be 
fined not more than $50,000.00. The 25-year term of imprisonment required by this subsection 
shall be served and may not be suspended, deferred, or served as a supervised sentence. The 
defendant shall not be eligible for probation, parole, furlough, or any other type of early release 
until the expiration of the 25-year term of imprisonment. 
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Domestic Violence and Dating Violence 

Domestic assault (13 V.S.A. § 1042). 
 
Any person who attempts to cause or willfully or recklessly causes bodily injury to a family or 
household member or willfully causes a family or household member to fear imminent serious 
bodily injury shall be imprisoned not more than 18 months or fined not more than $5,000.00, or 
both. 

“Household members” means persons who, for any period of time, are living or have lived 
together, are sharing or have shared occupancy of a dwelling, are engaged in or have engaged in 
a sexual relationship, or minors or adults who are dating or who have dated. “Dating” means a 
social relationship of a romantic nature. Factors that the court may consider when determining 
whether a dating relationship exists or existed include:  

(a) the nature of the relationship; 

(b) the length of time the relationship has existed; 

(c) the frequency of interaction between the parties; and 

(d) the length of time since the relationship was terminated, if applicable. 

(15 V.S.A. § 1101(2)). 

Stalking (13 V.S.A. § 1061). 

“Stalk” means to engage purposefully in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that the 
person engaging in the conduct knows or should know would cause a reasonable person to fear 
for his or her safety or the safety of another or would cause a reasonable person substantial 
emotional distress. 

As used in this subchapter: 

(1)(A) “Course of conduct” means two or more acts over a period of time, however short, 
in which a person follows, monitors, surveils, threatens, or makes threats about another person, 
or interferes with another person’s property. This definition shall apply to acts conducted by the 
person directly or indirectly, and by any action, method, device, or means. Constitutionally 
protected activity is not included within the meaning of “course of conduct.”  

(B) As used in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (1), threaten shall not be construed to 
require an express or overt threat.  
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(2) “Emotional distress” means significant mental suffering or distress that may, but does 
not necessarily, require medical or other professional treatment or counseling.  

(3) “Reasonable person” means a reasonable person in the victim’s circumstances. 

CALIFORNIA 

Sexual Assault (Cal. Penal Code § 261) 

(a) Rape is an act of sexual intercourse accomplished under any of the following circumstances: 
(1) If a person who is not the spouse of the person committing the act is incapable, because of 
a mental disorder or developmental or physical disability, of giving legal consent, and this is 
known or reasonably should be known to the person committing the act. Notwithstanding the 
existence of a conservatorship pursuant to the provisions of the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act 
(Part 1 (commencing with Section 5000) of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code), 
the prosecuting attorney shall prove, as an element of the crime, that a mental disorder or 
developmental or physical disability rendered the alleged victim incapable of giving consent. 
This paragraph does not preclude the prosecution of a spouse committing the act from being 
prosecuted under any other paragraph of this subdivision or any other law. 

(2) If it is accomplished against a person’s will by means of force, violence, duress, menace, 
or fear of immediate and unlawful bodily injury on the person or another. 

(3) If a person is prevented from resisting by an intoxicating or anesthetic substance, or a 
controlled substance, and this condition was known, or reasonably should have been known by 
the accused. 

(4) If a person is at the time unconscious of the nature of the act, and this is known to the 
accused. As used in this paragraph, “unconscious of the nature of the act” means incapable of 
resisting because the victim meets any one of the following conditions: 

(A) Was unconscious or asleep. 

(B) Was not aware, knowing, perceiving, or cognizant that the act occurred. 

(C) Was not aware, knowing, perceiving, or cognizant of the essential characteristics of the 
act due to the perpetrator’s fraud in fact. 

(D) Was not aware, knowing, perceiving, or cognizant of the essential characteristics of 
the act due to the perpetrator’s fraudulent representation that the sexual penetration served 
a professional purpose when it served no professional purpose. 

(5) If a person submits under the belief that the person committing the act is someone known 
to the victim other than the accused, and this belief is induced by artifice, pretense, or 
concealment practiced by the accused, with intent to induce the belief. 

(6) If the act is accomplished against the victim’s will by threatening to retaliate in the future 
against the victim or any other person, and there is a reasonable possibility that the perpetrator 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=9.&part=1.&chapter=1.&article=


will execute the threat. As used in this paragraph, “threatening to retaliate” means a threat to 
kidnap or falsely imprison, or to inflict extreme pain, serious bodily injury, or death. 

(7) If the act is accomplished against the victim’s will by threatening to use the authority of a 
public official to incarcerate, arrest, or deport the victim or another, and the victim has a 
reasonable belief that the perpetrator is a public official. As used in this paragraph, “public 
official” means a person employed by a governmental agency who has the authority, as part of 
that position, to incarcerate, arrest, or deport another. The perpetrator does not actually have to 
be a public official. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1) “Duress” means a direct or implied threat of force, violence, danger, or retribution 
sufficient to coerce a reasonable person of ordinary susceptibilities to perform an act which 
otherwise would not have been performed, or acquiesce in an act to which one otherwise 
would not have submitted. The total circumstances, including the age of the victim, and the 
victim’s relationship to the defendant, are factors to consider in appraising the existence of 
duress. 

(2) “Menace” means any threat, declaration, or act that shows an intention to inflict an injury 
upon another. 

(a) Unlawful sexual intercourse is an act of sexual intercourse accomplished with a person who 
is not the spouse of the perpetrator, if the person is a minor. For the purposes of this section, a 
“minor” is a person under the age of 18 years and an “adult” is a person who is at least 18 years 
of age. 
 
(b) Any person who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor who is not 
more than three years older or three years younger than the perpetrator, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
(c) Any person who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor who is more 
than three years younger than the perpetrator is guilty of either a misdemeanor or a felony, and 
shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by imprisonment 
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170. 
 
(d) Any person 21 years of age or older who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse 
with a minor who is under 16 years of age is guilty of either a misdemeanor or a felony, and shall 
be punished by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by imprisonment 
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 for two, three, or four years. 
 
(e) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, an adult who engages in an act of 
sexual intercourse with a minor in violation of this section may be liable for civil penalties in the 
following amounts: 
 

(A) An adult who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor less than 
two years younger than the adult is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed two thousand 
dollars ($2,000). 



(B) An adult who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor at least 
two years younger than the adult is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed five thousand 
dollars ($5,000). 

(C) An adult who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor at least 
three years younger than the adult is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000). 

(D) An adult over the age of 21 years who engages in an act of unlawful sexual intercourse 
with a minor under 16 years of age is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000). 

(2) The district attorney may bring actions to recover civil penalties pursuant to this 
subdivision. From the amounts collected for each case, an amount equal to the costs of 
pursuing the action shall be deposited with the treasurer of the county in which the judgment 
was entered, and the remainder shall be deposited in the Underage Pregnancy Prevention 
Fund, which is hereby created in the State Treasury. Amounts deposited in the Underage 
Pregnancy Prevention Fund may be used only for the purpose of preventing underage 
pregnancy upon appropriation by the Legislature. 

(3) In addition to any punishment imposed under this section, the judge may assess a fine not 
to exceed seventy dollars ($70) against any person who violates this section with the proceeds 
of this fine to be used in accordance with Section 1463.23. The court shall, however, take into 
consideration the defendant’s ability to pay, and no defendant shall be denied probation 
because of his or her inability to pay the fine permitted under this subdivision. 

Cal. Penal Code § 261.5 

The essential guilt of rape consists in the outrage to the person and feelings of the victim of the 
rape. Any sexual penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete the crime. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 263 

Aggravated Sexual Assault of a Child (Cal. Penal Code § 269) 

(a) Any person who commits any of the following acts upon a child who is under 14 years of age 
and seven or more years younger than the person is guilty of aggravated sexual assault of a child: 

(1) Rape, in violation of paragraph (2) or (6) of subdivision (a) of Section 261. 

(2) Rape or sexual penetration, in concert, in violation of Section 264.1. 

(3) Sodomy, in violation of paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (c), or subdivision (d), of 
Section 286. 

(4) Oral copulation, in violation of paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (c), or subdivision (d), 
of Section 287 or former Section 288a. 

(5) Sexual penetration, in violation of subdivision (a) of Section 289. 
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(b) Any person who violates this section is guilty of a felony and shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for 15 years to life. 
 
(c) The court shall impose a consecutive sentence for each offense that results in a conviction 
under this section if the crimes involve separate victims or involve the same victim on separate 
occasions as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 667.6. 
 
Sexual battery Cal. Penal Code § 243.4 

Any person who touches an intimate part of another person while that person is unlawfully 
restrained by the accused or an accomplice, and if the touching is against the will of the person 
touched and is for the purpose of sexual arousal, sexual gratification, or sexual abuse, is guilty of 
sexual battery. A violation of this subdivision is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for 
not more than one year, and by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000); or by 
imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years, and by a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000). 

“Touches” means physical contact with the skin of another person whether accomplished directly 
or through the clothing of the person committing the offense. 
 
As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(1) “Intimate part” means the sexual organ, anus, groin, or buttocks of any person, and the 
breast of a female. 

(2) “Sexual battery” does not include the crimes defined in Section 261 or 289. 

(3) “Seriously disabled” means a person with severe physical or sensory disabilities. 

(4) “Medically incapacitated” means a person who is incapacitated as a result of prescribed 
sedatives, anesthesia, or other medication. 

(5) “Institutionalized” means a person who is located voluntarily or involuntarily in a hospital, 
medical treatment facility, nursing home, acute care facility, or mental hospital. 

(6) “Minor” means a person under 18 years of age. 

Consent 
 
(a) In prosecutions under Section 261, 286, 287, or 289, or former Section 262 or 288a, in which 
consent is at issue, “consent” means positive cooperation in act or attitude pursuant to an 
exercise of free will. The person must act freely and voluntarily and have knowledge of the 
nature of the act or transaction involved. 
 
(b) A current or previous dating or marital relationship is not sufficient to constitute consent if 
consent is at issue in a prosecution under Section 261, 286, 287, or 289, or former Section 262 or 
288a. 
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(c) This section shall not affect the admissibility of evidence or the burden of proof on the issue 
of consent. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 261.6 

In prosecutions under Section 261, 286, 287, or 289, or former Section 262 or 288a, in which 
consent is at issue, evidence that the victim suggested, requested, or otherwise communicated to 
the defendant that the defendant use a condom or other birth control device, without additional 
evidence of consent, is not sufficient to constitute consent. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 261.7 

Domestic Violence:  

“Domestic violence” means abuse committed against an adult or a minor who is a spouse, former 
spouse, cohabitant, former cohabitant, or person with whom the suspect has had a child or is 
having or has had a dating or engagement relationship. For purposes of this subdivision, 
“cohabitant” means two unrelated adult persons living together for a substantial period of time, 
resulting in some permanency of relationship. Factors that may determine whether persons are 
cohabiting include, but are not limited to: 

(1) sexual relations between the parties while sharing the same living quarters; 

(2) sharing of income or expenses; 

(3) joint use or ownership of property; 

(4) whether the parties hold themselves out as spouses; 

(5) the continuity of the relationship; and 

(6) the length of the relationship (Cal. Penal Code § 13700(b)). 

“Abuse” means intentionally or recklessly causing or attempting to cause bodily injury, or 
placing another person in reasonable apprehension of imminent serious bodily injury to himself 
or herself, or another. (Cal. Penal Code § 13700(a)).   

Dating Violence:  Domestic violence includes abuse committed against a person with whom the 
suspect is having or has had a dating or engagement relationship Cal. Penal Code § 13700(b).  

“Dating relationship” means frequent, intimate associations primarily characterized by the 
expectation of affectional or sexual involvement independent of financial considerations. (Cal. 
Penal Code § 243(f)(10)). 

Stalking: Any person who willfully, maliciously, and repeatedly follows or willfully and 
maliciously harasses another person and who makes a credible threat with the intent to place that 
person in reasonable fear for his or her safety, or the safety of his or her immediate family is 
guilty of the crime of stalking, punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than one 
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year, or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and 
imprisonment, or by imprisonment in the state prison. 

“Harasses” means engages in a knowing and willful course of conduct directed at a specific 
person that seriously alarms, annoys, torments, or terrorizes the person, and that serves no 
legitimate purpose. 

“Course of conduct” means two or more acts occurring over a period of time, however short, 
evidencing a continuity of purpose. Constitutionally protected activity is not included within the 
meaning of “course of conduct.”  

“Credible threat” means a verbal or written threat, including that performed through the use of an 
electronic communication device, or a threat implied by a pattern of conduct or a combination of 
verbal, written, or electronically communicated statements and conduct, made with the intent to 
place the person that is the target of the threat in reasonable fear for his or her safety or the safety 
of his or her family, and made with the apparent ability to carry out the threat so as to cause the 
person who is the target of the threat to reasonably fear for his or her safety or the safety of his or 
her family. It is not necessary to prove that the defendant had the intent to actually carry out the 
threat. The present incarceration of a person making the threat shall not be a bar to prosecution 
under this section. Constitutionally protected activity is not included within the meaning of 
“credible threat.” 

“Electronic communication device” includes, but is not limited to, telephones, cellular phones, 
computers, video recorders, fax machines, or pagers. “Electronic communication” has the same 
meaning as the term defined in Subsection 12 of Section 2510 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code. 

“Immediate family” means any spouse, parent, child, any person related by consanguinity or 
affinity within the second degree, or any other person who regularly resides in the household, or 
who, within the prior six months, regularly resided in the household (Cal. Penal Code § 646.9). 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Sexual Assault:  A person shall be imprisoned for not more than 20 years and may be fined not 
more than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01, if that person engages in or causes another 
person to engage in or submit to a sexual act in the following manner: 

(1) By threatening or placing that other person in reasonable fear (other than by threatening or 
placing that other person in reasonable fear that any person will be subjected to death, bodily 
injury, or kidnapping); or 

(2) Where the person knows or has reason to know that the other person is: 

(A) Incapable of appraising the nature of the conduct; 

(B) Incapable of declining participation in that sexual act; or 
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(C) Incapable of communicating unwillingness to engage in that sexual act. 

(D.C. Code § 22-3003).  

(a) A person shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, and in addition, may be fined 
not more than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01, if that person engages in or causes another 
person to engage in or submit to a sexual act in the following manner: 

(1) By using force against that other person; 

(2) By threatening or placing that other person in reasonable fear that any person will be 
subjected to death, bodily injury, or kidnapping; 

(3) After rendering that other person unconscious; or 

(4) After administering to that other person by force or threat of force, or without the knowledge 
or permission of that other person, a drug, intoxicant, or other similar substance that substantially 
impairs the ability of that other person to appraise or control his or her conduct. 

(b) The court may impose a prison sentence in excess of 30 years only in accordance with § 22-
3020 or § 24-403.01(b-2). For purposes of imprisonment following revocation of release 
authorized by § 24-403.01(b)(7), the offense defined by this section is a Class A felony. 

(D.C. Code § 22-3003).  

“Sexual act” means: 

(A) The penetration, however slight, of the anus or vulva of another by a penis; 

(B) Contact between the mouth and the penis, the mouth and the vulva, or the mouth and the 
anus; or 

(C) The penetration, however slight, of the anus or vulva by a hand or finger or by any object, 
with an intent to abuse, humiliate, harass, degrade, or arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any 
person. 

(D) The emission of semen is not required for the purposes of subparagraphs (A)-(C) of this 
paragraph. 

(D.C. Code § 22-3001(8)(A)-(D)).   

“Consent” means words or overt actions indicating a freely given agreement to the sexual act or 
contact in question. Lack of verbal or physical resistance or submission by the victim, resulting 
from the use of force, threats, or coercion by the defendant shall not constitute consent. (D.C. 
Code § 22-3001(4)). 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3003
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3571.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3020
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3020
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/24-403.01#(b-2)
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/24-403.01#(b)(7)
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3002
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/titles/22/chapters/30/subchapters/I
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/titles/22/chapters/30/subchapters/I
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/titles/22/chapters/30/subchapters/I


Domestic Violence: “Domestic violence” means a pattern of abusive behavior in any 
relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and control over another 
intimate partner, dating partner, or family member. The term “domestic violence” includes 
physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or psychological actions or threats of actions that 
influence another person. This consists of any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, humiliate, 
isolate, frighten, terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound someone. (D.C. Code § 
4-551(1)). 

"Family member" means a person: 

(A) To whom the offender is related by blood, adoption, legal custody, marriage, or domestic 
partnership; or 

(B) Who is the child of an intimate partner. 

(D.C. Code § 16-1001(5A)) 

"Household member" means a person with whom, in the past year, the offender: 

(i) Shares or has shared a mutual residence; and 

(ii) Has maintained a close relationship, beyond mere acquaintances, rendering application of the 
statute appropriate. 

(B) For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "close relationship" does not include a 
relationship based solely on a landlord-tenant relationship. 

Dating Violence: "Intimate partner" means a person: 

(A) To whom the offender is or was married; 

(B) With whom the offender is or was in a domestic partnership; 

(C) With whom the offender has a child in common; or 

(D) With whom the offender is, was, or is seeking to be in a romantic, dating, or sexual 
relationship. 

(D.C. Code § 16-1001(6A)). 

Stalking:   

(a) It is unlawful for a person to purposefully engage in a course of conduct directed at a specific 
individual: 

(1) With the intent to cause that individual to: 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/16-1001
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/16-1001


(A) Fear for his or her safety or the safety of another person; 

(B) Feel seriously alarmed, disturbed, or frightened; or 

(C) Suffer emotional distress; 

(2) That the person knows would cause that individual reasonably to: 

(A) Fear for his or her safety or the safety of another person; 

(B) Feel seriously alarmed, disturbed, or frightened; or 

(C) Suffer emotional distress; or 

(3) That the person should have known would cause a reasonable person in the individual’s 
circumstances to: 

(A) Fear for his or her safety or the safety of another person; 

(B) Feel seriously alarmed, disturbed, or frightened; or 

(C) Suffer emotional distress. 

(b) This section does not apply to constitutionally protected activity. 

(c) Where a single act is of a continuing nature, each 24-hour period constitutes a separate 
occasion. 

(d) The conduct on each of the occasions need not be the same as it is on the others. 

(D.C. Code § 22-3133) 

For the purposes of this chapter, the term: 

(1) “Any device” means electronic, mechanical, digital or any other equipment, including: a 
camera, spycam, computer, spyware, microphone, audio or video recorder, global positioning 
system, electronic monitoring system, listening device, night-vision goggles, binoculars, 
telescope, or spyglass. 

(2) “Any means” includes the use of a telephone, mail, delivery service, e-mail, website, or other 
method of communication or any device. 

(3) “Communicating” means using oral or written language, photographs, pictures, signs, 
symbols, gestures, or other acts or objects that are intended to convey a message. 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3133


(4) “Emotional distress” means significant mental suffering or distress that may, but does not 
necessarily, require medical or other professional treatment or counseling; 

(5) “Financial injury” means the monetary costs, debts, or obligations incurred as a result of the 
stalking by the specific individual, member of the specific individual’s household, a person 
whose safety is threatened by the stalking, or a person who is financially responsible for the 
specific individual and includes: 

(A) The costs of replacing or repairing any property that was taken or damaged; 

(B) The costs of clearing the specific individual’s name or his or her credit, criminal, or any 
other official record; 

(C) Medical bills; 

(D) Relocation expenses; 

(E) Lost employment or wages; and 

(F) Attorney’s fees. 

(6) “Personal identifying information” shall have the same meaning as provided in § 22-
3227.01(3). 

(7) “Specific individual” or “individual” means the victim or alleged victim of stalking. 

(8) “To engage in a course of conduct” means directly or indirectly, or through one or more third 
persons, in person or by any means, on 2 or more occasions, to: 

(A) Follow, monitor, place under surveillance, threaten, or communicate to or about another 
individual; 

(B) Interfere with, damage, take, or unlawfully enter an individual’s real or personal property or 
threaten or attempt to do so; or 

(C) Use another individual’s personal identifying information. 

(D.C. Code § 22-3132).  

Definitions of Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and Stalking Under the 
Violence Against Women Act 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3227.01#(3)
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3227.01#(3)
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3132


Sexual assault 
 
The term "sexual assault" means any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by Federal, tribal, or 
State law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent. 
 
(42. U.S.C. §13925 (29)) 
 
Domestic Violence  The term "domestic violence" includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of 
violence committed by a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim, by a person 
with whom the victim shares a child in common, by a person who is cohabitating with or has 
cohabitated with the victim as a spouse or intimate partner, by a person similarly situated to a 
spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving 
grant monies, or by any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that 
person's acts under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction.  

(42. U.S.C. §13925 (8)) 
 
Dating Violence  

The term "dating violence" means violence committed by a person— 

(A) who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; 
and 

(B) where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of 
the following factors: 

(i) The length of the relationship. 

(ii) The type of relationship. 

(iii) The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship. 

(42. U.S.C. §13925 (10)) 
 

Stalking   
 
The term "stalking" means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that 
would cause a reasonable person to— 

(A) fear for his or her safety or the safety of others; or 

(B) suffer substantial emotional distress. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap136-subchapIII-sec13925.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap136-subchapIII-sec13925.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap136-subchapIII-sec13925.htm


(42. U.S.C. §13925 (30)) 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap136-subchapIII-sec13925.htm
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